YOUR LOGO AND CONTACT INFORMATION HERE

SAMPLE LETTER TO PBS STATIONS

To PBS Station Directors:  (Use name if possible)

You can serve an important need in our community by scheduling “These Kids Mean Busines$” in cooperation with _____your organization here_______ .  

We are celebrating National Entrepreneurship Week, February 23 – March 1, 2008 as part of a state and national week focusing on the entrepreneurs in our community and the programs that teach young people how to become entrepreneurs.  We seek your help in making sure that our area can see this important PBS Special that features the stories of young entrepreneurs and the research that shows the importance of entrepreneurship education to our nation.

There is a new breed of youth springing up around the country – youth from minority and low-income backgrounds – who are making great things happen. Things like closing the achievement gap and learning how to think and act like entrepreneurs. Or breaking the cycle of poverty and starting their own businesses at 15 and 16. These are the next generation of youth entrepreneurs in America.

I'm writing to you to ask that you consider re-broadcasting the sixty-minute PBS special, THESE KIDS MEAN BUSINES$ during National Entrepreneurship Week, February 23 through March 1.  The documentary, with Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist Clarence Page as host, had its national premiere on the PBS network on August 30, 2007 at 10 PM ET.  The PBS documentary, more than five years in the making, focuses on diverse programs that provide business and entrepreneurial skills to at-risk, low-income and minority youth around the country and profiles the businesses run by the students.

As THESE KIDS MEAN BUSINES$ demonstrates, the importance of teaching entrepreneurship to at-risk youth has grown considerably within the nation's consciousness. Academics agree that entrepreneurship education has a positive effect on the academic performance of at-risk youth, also affecting their attitude and behavior.
Each community is responsible for supporting its own economic development, encouraging young people to create their own future that will keep them at home.   To quote Paula Kerger, PBS President, "Each station, in its own way, gives its community what it needs. Public television stations can do this because in many communities they are the last locally owned-and-operated media operation in this country. They are the only media that live in their communities that exist not to profit from their neighbors but to serve them."

"Our partnerships with teachers, schools and educators aren't just theoretical. They are real, human connections. And, as we look for ways to reinforce our relevance and strengthen the unique character of our institution, we must continue to enhance those relationships in ways that serve today's educational climate."

Thus we are requesting that you show this important film in connection with ___organization’s name_______ celebration.
Here the writer can add more about local EVENT information: 

Here the writer can add their connection to the community and the station :

As a local resident and member of ___station_______, I encourage you to rebroadcast this important and very timely documentary in prime time during National Entrepreneurship Week.  While I understand the station now offers both analog and digital channels, scheduling the program on the analog channel will reach the greatest audience.

This film aligns with the station's core mission of providing educational information to inspire our community.  It is centered on young, budding entrepreneurs across the country, who begin as underserved youths but go on to create and live their own versions of the American success story. This is just a wonderful story for parents, teachers and really the entire (name) community.  There is also a companion web site:   www.thesekidsmeanbusiness.org

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thesekidsmeanbusiness.org" \o "blocked::http://www.thesekidsmeanbusiness.org/" 

Thank you very much for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,









